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NATIONAL CONFERENCE TO EXPLORE INNOVATIVE STRATEGIES 
TO HELP CATHOLIC TEACHERS EDUCATE STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
DAYTON, Ohio - Parents, teachers and administrators will learn how to motivate and 
teach students with learning and physical disabilities at a sold-out national inclusive Catholic 
education conference Oct. 23-25 sponsored by the University of Dayton at the Bergamo Retreat 
Center. 
It's the ninth year the University of Dayton has sponsored the conference, which 
features practical strategies for helping teachers meet the needs of all students. This year's 
conference will include techniques for teaching students with learning disabilities and attention 
deficit disorder. 
The Rev. Ron Nuzzi, a research associate in the Center for Catholic Education at the 
University of Dayton who wrote Gifts of the Spirit: Multiple Intelligence Theory in Religious 
Education, will give the keynote address at 7:30p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 23. He will incorporate 
song, hand gestures, movement, quiet times, liturgical dance and one-on-one discussion among 
participants in his talk about the multiple intelligence theory, a cognitive psychological theory 
by Howard Gardner that mirrors much of the philosophy behind the inclusive education 
movement. 
"Justice is part of our Catholic faith," Nuzzi said. "Scripture says it, and psychology 
affirms i!..:;. We are all gifted and blessed. We all belong." 
Besides Nuzzi, the conference will feature presentations by: 
• Sister Kathleen Ramirez, O.P., who was nationally recognized by Today's Catholic 
Teacher Journal in 1996 for developing a program for students with special needs 
in the diocese of Oakland in California; 
• James Boyless, adjunct assistant professor in special education and 
rehabilitation at the University of Arizona, who specializes in developing 
assistive technology in the classroom; 
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• Ann Anzalone, a classroom consultant who offers practical classroom strategies 
for teachers at schools around the country; 
• Melanie Braukman, a classroom teacher with dual certificati~ in regular and 
special education and a frequent presenter at state and national conventions; 
and 
• Kay Lagarde, a parent advocate for her daughter, Christine, who attends Holy 
Name of Jesus School in New Orleans. 
Approximately 100 teachers, parents, principals and administrators from as far away 
as Alaska will travel to Dayton for the conference, according to Pat Carter, assistant director of 
the Institute for Pastoral Initiatives (a new University of Dayton center that includes the former 
Center for Mh"'l.istry with People with Disabilities). The conference is sponsored by UD's School 
of Education and the Network of Inclusive Catholic Educators, part of the Institute for Pastoral 
Initiatives. The Bergamo Retreat Center is located at 4400 Shakertown Road. 
"The idea behind the conference is to offer affirmation for people already trying 
inclusion and inspiration to people who haven't yet tried inclusion," Carter said. 
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For media interviews and a complete schedule of presentations, contact Pat Carter, 
assistant director of the Institute for Pastoral Initiatives, at (937) 229-4325. 
